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house Albanian refugees, paying for 
that. Are we establishing a welfare sys-
tem in Albania while we cannot sup-
port Social Security and Medicare and 
education and medical research in our 
own country? I think that is wrong. 

The President has got to look at the 
President of Albania and demand that, 
since in 1850 the Albanians have want-
ed to take over through expansionism, 
Macedonia, Montenegro, parts of 
Greece and Kosovo, and he has got to 
say no more. We have got to recognize 
the borders that have been formed and 
stay within them. 

I think that we also need to take a 
look, and the President, to get very 
tough on the foreign policy of Russia 
and China. We know that Russia today 
still, even though they say they are 
not, ships chemical and biological 
weapons and nuclear components to 
Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, and we let it 
happen, and to North Korea. 

The President in 1996 was briefed 
that there was espionage at our labora-
tories here in the United States and did 
nothing until 1999, where the Secretary 
of Energy has just started to do some 
things with Mike Richardson. He is 
doing what should have been done back 
in 1996. 

The President was briefed in 1996 
that the Chinese had stole our W–88 nu-
clear warhead, which is a small nuclear 
warhead, which took us billions of dol-
lars, billions of dollars to develop and 
years. 

We have an asset, but I cannot tell 
my colleagues what it is, where we re-
verse-engineered, that we were going to 
use that asset. We were building a sys-
tem to combat the asset. Our system 
would not have worked, but we had 
that asset, so it saved us billions of 
dollars by having that asset and seeing 
how it worked so that we did not go the 
wrong direction. 

Now the Chinese have got not only 
the W–88 warhead, but they have got 
secondary and tertiary missile boosts, 
which they did not have the capability 
to do. 

George Tennet told us that Korea 
was 10 years away from being able to 
hit the United States with a missile, a 
nuclear missile. Guess what. They have 
it today with a Taepo Dong 1 and 
Taepo Dong 2 that China gave to them 
that we gave to the Chinese and they 
are exporting. 

If that is not bad enough, the capa-
bility to MIRV, to put several of those 
W–88, and the President knew that 
China had these, the White House gave 
them the capability to use the 
MIRVing techniques that, again, took 
us billions of dollars to engineer. 

If that is not bad, the targeting 
methods to use those missiles to make 
them accurate within a meter, a nu-
clear weapon. That was done after $1 
million was donated by Loral and $1 
million from Hughes and $300,000 from 
Liu Cheng Ying, who is the daughter of 

General Ying, head of technology in 
the PLA, to the Clinton-Gore cam-
paign. 

So, Madam Speaker, we have a monu-
mental foreign policy problem. It is not 
just Kosovo. It is Russia. It is Greece. 
It is Libya. It is Kosovo. I feel that we 
need to chase the Turks out of North-
ern Cyprus, which they have held ille-
gally for 25 years, and we have done 
nothing, because we need the Turk’s 
support. But, yet, we let them stay in 
Northern Cyprus against international 
law. 

Madam Speaker, it grieves me to see 
our Nation at war, especially when I 
think that we do not have to be there. 
From all of my military experience, to 
see a war run ad hoc and so desperately 
misused, it has cost human life, it has 
cost human suffering, and it is going to 
prevent many of us on both sides of the 
aisle from doing some of the things 
that we want with our domestic issues 
here in the United States such as So-
cial Security, Medicare, education, 
medical research and defense. 

It is not a pretty time, Madam 
Speaker. The President has got to get 
off his pulpit, whatever his agenda is, 
and he has got to recognize and put 
himself, as Jesse Jackson rec-
ommended to the President, to see 
both sides of this issue, to come, 
whether he has to admit defeat or have 
a small victory and declare a victory, I 
do not care, but we cannot put ground 
troops in, because even if we put 
ground troops into Kosovo, we are 
going to lose people. 

The Chetnik type individuals, the 
guerillas will kill our people. I feel 
that the KLA, Mujahedin and Hamas 
will kill our people and blame it on 
somebody just to keep the pot going. 
Then if we do, we have just bought 
Kosovo for $3 billion to $5 billion a 
year, when we are already in Bosnia at 
$16 billion and Haiti. We are still in 
Korea for 25 years. 

It is time to get out, Madam Speak-
er. It is time to build up the United 
States, to pay down our debt, and to 
take care of some of our domestic prob-
lems here.

f 

COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GEPHARDT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, today 
is the 1-month anniversary of the trag-
edy at Littleton, Colorado. I hoped to 
come to the floor today to speak on 
what we as a Nation need to begin to 
do to solve this epidemic of youth vio-
lence. I did not expect that we would 
have had another shooting at another 
high school, serving as another alarm, 
as if we needed one, prompting us to 
act. 

During the memorial service in 
Littleton, a singer, Phil Driscoll, sang 

a song that he wrote for the occasion. 
In the song, he sang a line that I can-
not get out of my mind. The line was, 
‘‘This is a wake-up call. How many in-
nocent have to fall.’’ 

Today we received another wake-up 
call coming from Conyers, Georgia. 
What a wake-up call it was. But what 
can be done to solve the problem? What 
can we do to address the concerns of 
students and parents? 

I think there is a lot we must do and 
a lot that we can do. I refuse to accept 
the defeatist attitude which says this 
is a complex problem, and, therefore, 
there is nothing that Congress can do 
about it. That is wrong, and that is un-
acceptable. 

We have a national security crisis in 
our schools. We have lost more Amer-
ican children in our schools than 
American soldiers in Kosovo. This is a 
national security crisis which requires 
the same kind of mobilization that we 
apply to any military threat abroad. 

Obviously attention must be paid to 
the accessibility of guns in our society 
and the frequent and intense images of 
violence in our mass media. Clearly, we 
can make guns less accessible to kids. 
We can try to give parents better tools 
to supervise what their children are 
watching or playing on the TV or the 
Internet. 

Legislation has been debated and 
passed on the floor of the Senate over 
the past week that tried to make 
progress on limiting the access of kids 
to guns. I favor effective legislation to 
keep guns out of the hands of kids and 
hope the House will take up this legis-
lation before we leave for Memorial 
Day. 

This makes sense and should have no 
impact on law-abiding citizens who 
want to purchase and own guns for 
sporting use and their own protection. 
We are talking about passing common-
sense, child-safety legislation to make 
sure that children cannot get easy ac-
cess to guns. 

I hope the House can follow the Sen-
ate’s lead and move this kind of legis-
lation forward without loopholes. 

But child-related gun legislation is 
only one part of the puzzle. There is a 
lot we must do to make sure that our 
children are not exposed to inappro-
priate violent material in the media. 

The Vice President has begun a dis-
cussion with Internet companies to 
publish the same ratings for on-line 
gaming that most TV shows have al-
ready. The President has called on the 
movie theaters to better enforce the 
rating process that is already in place 
there. Newspapers must also do a bet-
ter job of making the rating systems 
clear to parents. 

Even if we are able to make the 
progress we hope for in these two 
areas, we know that these steps alone 
will not solve the problem. We need to 
address the broader issue of the quality 
of our children’s education and how to 
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give them the attention they need to 
grow up to be healthy in both mind and 
body. 

At the President’s meeting on school 
violence at the White House, various 
experts on violence repeatedly made 
the point that this problem of school 
violence is a problem with many lay-
ers. They also said that such a com-
plicated problem demanded more than 
single simple solutions. 

One cause of the problem is that par-
ents spend nearly one-third less time 
with children than they did a genera-
tion ago. With more single-parent fam-
ilies and more parents working more 
jobs and more hours and spending more 
time in traffic, there is just a lot less 
time for parents to be with and com-
municate with and raise their children.

b 1745 

In many families today, the kids are 
left alone most of the time. And as we 
all know, kids do not raise themselves. 

When parents are home, they often 
do not spend as much time talking 
with their children. With television, 
the Internet, pagers, and other distrac-
tions, parents communicate less with 
kids even when they are able to be 
home. Before television, time around 
the dinner table was a time for family 
communication. Now if a family has 
time for dinner together, many fami-
lies have the television on during din-
ner and nobody really talks to one an-
other. 

Another factor that was mentioned 
was the amount of domestic violence 
and child abuse that some young peo-
ple are exposed to today. We have al-
ways had these problems, but the prob-
lem is far worse now than it has ever 
been. It is obvious that children ex-
posed to abuse are much more prone to 
resort to violence in their own lives. 

Another factor is the size of high 
schools. Most of our schools were built 
after World War II when we were trying 
to accommodate the baby boom. The 
schools were built large for economic 
reasons, and the size did not matter 
when families were intact and parents 
could spend more time with children. 
However, in today’s world, it is unwise 
to have anonymous children in large 
schools. 

Another problem is the increasing di-
agnosis of mental illness among chil-
dren. One of the experts at the summit 
said that mental illness is more preva-
lent than ever but health insurance 
covers these problems less than ever. 
Consequently, many kids have prob-
lems but cannot get the professional 
mental help that they need. 

One expert said that our problems 
stem from what adults do to children 
or do not do for children. The answers 
to our problems lie with adults and 
what we can do to raise children prop-
erly. 

We spend so much of our debate and 
our time addressing the symptoms of 

violence but not the causes of violence. 
We talk about guns or conflict resolu-
tion or school violence programs. And 
it is right that we do so. But we spend 
far too little time discussing how we 
can prevent these problems in the first 
place. 

It is obvious that the modern family 
needs help in filling the time holes that 
exist. The only institution, in my view, 
that can possibly fill these holes are 
our public schools. Schools have com-
plained about the need to fill all these 
holes. But the truth is that only 
through the public schools can we 
achieve the scale that we need to solve 
these problems with all the children of 
our country. 

We need nothing short of a revolu-
tion in our public schools to deal with 
the modern problems that children face 
in the modern world. Nostalgia for the 
past, criticism of other institutions for 
not meeting these challenges, or finger 
pointing at institutions that are not 
doing enough will not get us to a solu-
tion of these problems. 

We must really begin to build the 
public will to do what is necessary to 
really solve these problems. Raising 
and educating children correctly is a 
huge task and will not happen without 
human will to achieve that goal. 

In World War II, everyone thought 
America was way behind and would not 
win. What critics misunderstood was 
the will of the American people. Once 
every American internalized the goal 
of winning the war, each one of them 
did what was necessary on a daily basis 
and the war was won. The same can be 
achieved with our children, but a simi-
lar effort to what took place in World 
War II must be achieved. 

All of us, whether we have children 
or not, has a responsibility to enter 
into this effort to educate and raise our 
children. It is in our deep self-interest 
to do this. Government at all levels 
must help, and local government has 
the major responsibility. I hope in the 
days ahead we will work together to 
find answers to this crisis. 

Before the memorial service in 
Littleton, I went with Colin Powell and 
Vice President GORE and the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE), 
other members of the Colorado delega-
tion, to meet with the parents of the 
dead children. We met with them for an 
hour and a half before the memorial 
service. We hugged them. We cried with 
them. I told them that the whole coun-
try was there with us standing with 
them at this time of terror and sorrow. 

One of the mothers, after sobbing un-
controllably and shaking in my arms, 
pulled back with a picture of her child 
and she said, ‘‘Congressman, I hope you 
will lead in the Congress to make sure 
that my child did not die in vain.’’ I 
will never get her face out of my mind. 

And now we have more fathers and 
mothers in Georgia who today are say-
ing, ‘‘I hope my child was not injured 
in vain.’’ 

How many more children have to go 
down for all of us to accept the respon-
sibility that we have to see that chil-
dren are cared for and loved and re-
spected and disciplined so that this 
does not happen again? 

We may not be able to agree on much 
here, but we owe every parent who has 
lost a child to violence our best, honest 
efforts to work together as a Congress 
to solve some of these problems. 

I am not so arrogant to think that we 
have the power to single-handedly 
solve these problems. But we need to 
start the process of reaching out to one 
another for comprehensive, meaning-
ful, effective solutions. We need an 
honest discussion of the profound 
changes that are happening in our soci-
ety and what we can agree will begin to 
change our culture so that all of our 
children, every one of them, is raised 
to be a productive, law-abiding, con-
tributing citizen in this great society. 
If we cannot somehow do that, we will 
be consigned to more and more 
Littletons and more and more Conyers, 
Georgia. 

Every day in our country we lose 13 
young people to suicide and violence. 
Every day there is a Littleton. And it 
has to come to an end. If we cannot act 
on something as important as our fam-
ilies and our futures, then we will fail 
in our most basic duty to promote the 
safety and well-being of all of our peo-
ple. 

We must do it now, not a month from 
now. We must do it before the next 
breaking news on CNN about another 
school shooting. We must do it before 
we see the pictures of children running 
across the lawns of schools trying to 
find safety. We must do it before we get 
another wake-up call and another spec-
ter of death among our young people in 
our schools. 

We have already waited too long. We 
have overslept. It is time to wake up. 
It is time to hear the wake-up call and 
to say, this must stop, this must end. 

And as another parent at Littleton 
told me, ‘‘Surely,’’ as tears rolled down 
his face, ‘‘we can do better.’’ 

This is the greatest country that has 
ever existed on Earth. We have a na-
tional crisis. The crisis is among our 
young people and it is in our schools. 
And surely we can summon the good-
ness and the greatness of our people 
and all of us to face down this death 
and to bring it to a final and lasting 
conclusion.

f 

CRISIS IN OUR SCHOOLS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

EMERSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. GEPHARDT), the Demo-
cratic leader, for those words. And I 
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